							

UNBUILING A BUILDING
VELCO’s South Burlington field office is dismantled…one wooden beam at a time

South Burlington, VT – ReCycle North’s Deconstruction team will be dismantling a house and garage at 5 Shamrock Road in South Burlington, beginning Thursday, July 11. The buildings are owned by Burlington’s International Airport and have served as a field office for Vermont Electric Power Company (VELCO).  As part of work necessary to construct the East Avenue Loop Project to ensure electric  system reliability, VELCO will dismantle the existing house and garage and leave only the paved drive and garage’s concrete pad.
 
VELCO chose deconstruction over traditional demolition as a cost effective means to help reduce the company’s carbon footprint and provide a benefit to the community. “As part of our commitment to reduce waste and provide community leadership, VELCO reached out to ReCycle North for ideas on how creatively “unbuild” this building.  Recycle North will salvage a great deal of what would otherwise be sent to the local landfill, making these building materials available to the community at reduced prices” said Carl Holzschuh, spokesperson for VELCO. “Deconstruction is a more environmentally conscious and charitable approach to traditional demolition” added Holzschuh.

According to the Waste Management Division of the Vermont Department of Conservation, waste from new construction, renovation, and demolition projects generates over 20 percent of Vermont’s trash each year. That adds up to 90,000 tons of construction and demolition waste (C&D) which ends up in Vermont landfills. 

The Deconstruction Service at ReCycle North has been in operation since 2001 and is equipped for full house deconstruction, interior softstrips and anything in between. In an effort to keep more waste out of our landfills, ReCycle North’s Deconstruction Crew systematically dismantles houses that would otherwise be demolished. The Deconstruction Service is a viable alternative to traditional demolition methods and creates jobs and training opportunities, harvests reusable building materials, and diverts from the waste stream unusable but recyclable materials.

An average home (approximately 2,000 square feet), when demolished, can produce about 10,000 cubic feet of landfill debris. ReCycle North’s deconstruction crew is equipped to recover, and thus divert, approximately 60 to 90 percent of building waste from Vermont landfills. And the types of materials being recycled include both the obvious and the unexpected: tile, hardwood flooring, molding, doors, windows, cabinets, plywood, lumber, plumbing fixtures, bricks, cinder blocks, and more. All of these materials are directed to the organization’s Building Material Center where they are sold to homeowners and contractors to support the organization and its mission.

Probable recycled (and reusable) items retrieved from the South Burlington site will include lumber, vinyl siding, plumbing fixtures, light fixtures, in-wall fans, air-conditioner, piping, insulation, windows, doors, and scrap metal. 

In addition to the environmental benefit of deconstruction, homeowners and contractors can receive tax-deduction credits. The amount of the credit is determined by the value of reusable (and thus resalable) goods that are retrieved from a job.

ReCycle North is a nonprofit organization that diverts reusable household goods and building materials from the landfill, closes the gap between those with surplus items and those who most need them, and provides job skill training to motivated individuals.  ReCycle North has operated its reuse stores on Pine Street in Burlington since 1991.  
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