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Recycling Has Never Looked So Good – ReCycle North Launches New Line of Waste-Not-Products

ReCycle North in Burlington recently celebrated the grand opening of their newly renovated carpentry woodshop at 339 Pine Street. The shop serves as the manufacturing facility for Waste-Not-Products; items designed and created from reclaimed and recycle materials.

ReCycle North’s Waste-Not-Products is an enterprise that creates social and financial value from human and material resources that are otherwise wasted while providing social entrepreneurial opportunity for disadvantaged youth.

Under the guidance of Americorps project coordinator, YouthBuild partners have been developing new Waste-Not-Products made from salvaged materials. They have built prototypes, evaluated production costs, and conducted mini-marketing analyses. 

Trivets made from Vermont slate and recycled floor board, birdhouses produced with recycle wood and other decorative items including picture frames made of reclaimed barn board are the first items to be manufactured in the newly upgraded woodshop and will be available for purchase at ReCycle North’s Building Material Center.

Funding for this project came in part from the Fieldstone Foundation and the Burlington Community and Economic Development Office’s CDBG Grant, providing the necessary funds to purchase a new joiner, planer, dust collector, and scroll saw. New electrical upgrades to the shop have allowed power to the belt sander, which was previously unable to run. Eleven energy efficient lights were also installed. 
The mission of Waste-Not-Products is to help conserve Vermont resources by creating fun products from salvaged building materials. Each year, waste from new construction, renovation, and demolition projects generates more than 20% of the materials in Vermont’s landfills. That adds up to 90,000 tons of construction and demolition waste, which ends up in landfills each year.

The Waste-Not-Product showroom is open Monday through Saturday and is located inside ReCycle North’s Building Material Center.

ReCycle North strives to protect the environment by serving as environmental stewards, reducing the amount of reusable and repairable items dumped in landfills; provide educational training to individuals in transition; and alleviate the effects of poverty through economic opportunities, making vital household goods and building materials more readily available.

To learn more about ReCycle North visit their web site at www.recyclenorth.org or call 802-658-4143.
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